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Upcoming Dates: 

3/24: OELPA 
Testing Closes 

3/28: CHS EOC 
Eng II Exam  

3/29: CHS EOC 
Eng II Exam 

4/6: No School; 
Break Begins  

4/17:School 
Resumes 

4/19: OST ELA 
Grades 3&4 

4/19: OST ELA 
Grades 5-8 

May your 
pockets be 
heavy and 
your heart 
be light.  
May good 
luck pursue 
you each 
morning and 
night.  
      ~Irish      
 Proverb 

Clearview PD Day Highlights! Great Day of Professional Learning! 

This past Monday served as a half day of professional development in the Clearview Schools. 

Events for both Classified and Certified staff took place at Clearview High School. Special thanks 

to all participants! We had an awesome turnout also; over 115 staff members engaged in some 
form of training on this date. Hats off to Clearview!  It was an awesome day of professional          

learning for all! Many important topics were presented and learned at this event. A very special 

thank you to all that served as presenters that day. Your efforts are to be commended. A list of 

those presenters are posted in the graphic; be sure to send them your thanks. They all did a       

fantastic job! With the success of Instrasquad PD, I believe we will make this an annual event in 

the school district. Start thinking about what you want to propose to present next school year! It 

was also great to see our K-3 teachers finally begin their state mandated dyslexia PD; this is a 

very important topic and the training will continue into next school year as more staff in              

Clearview Schools will be trained. In addition, how about that Barrio Lunch!?!? Great to see so 

many staff enjoying lunch together that day as well. Great work Clearview!!                                 

Thank You Presenters!!   

Jacob Ward 
Kari Cooley 

Dustie Cooper 
Doug Benzel 

Angela Sipsock 
Mike Collier 

Officer Nisenboum 
Doreen Morell 

Alonso Southard 
Meghan Prebul 
Tom Rounds 

Kate Hamilton 
Josh Preece 



Instructional Strategies Review: Seven Note Taking Strategies 

In each issue of the Connection I will review a particular Instructional 

Strategy: Seven Note Taking Strategies. The strategy of taking notes in 

class has value and learning impact. Study after study has shown the 

importance of actively taking notes rather than passively reading a 

handout later on. The act of writing engages different parts of the 

brain, forging new pathways that help students retain information in 
long-term memory. What’s more, the studies show that the more       

detailed the notes, the better. And using different note-taking                 

strategies helps too. In some cases, a general outline can be effective. 

But when you want students to analyze the content, encouraging 

charting or mapping can be more helpful. Check out this article link 

below from WeAreTeachers.com. It provides seven ways students can 

take notes and organize the information from a lesson. Creative           

examples exist! If you require note taking in class you will want to        

review this information and try out one or more of these strategies!!  

State Testing Update: State Test Proctoring Procedures 

Each edition of the Curriculum Connection from this point 

forward through spring will contain a section regarding state 

testing. I will include various details about test scheduling, 
test preparation, and test background. In this issue I am 

sharing information regarding state test proctor requirements. 

Teachers at each school will serve as state test proctors in 

some capacity and must ensure test security. Specific rules 

and regulations exist regarding this duty. Not following proper 

procedures for state test proctoring can lead to a state           

investigation and report that is required, certainly something 

the district wants to avoid. Cambium Assessments provides a 

course that reviews proper procedures and a test that certifies 

completion. Principals at each school will assist and lead 

teachers in this process. If needed, the link below can be used 

to gain access. Certificates are collected by the principal at each school. Also, each building will 

have a staff meeting that reviews state test proctoring procedures and other test specifics.  

 

7 Note Taking      

Strategies:  

1. Boxing Method 

2. Charting Method 

3. Cornell Method 

4. Mapping Method 

5. Outline Method 

6. Sentence Method 

7. Sketchnotes 

 

Miles Jones Attends the 2023 Hispanic Leadership Conference 

The Coalition for Hispanic/Latino Issues and Progress hosted 

their 25th Annual Hispanic Leadership Conference and Gala 

last weekend. This year, CHS social studies teacher Miles 

Jones joined in on talks of civic engagement, education,    

human trafficking, and Latina empowerment within the          

Lorain County community. Miles’ breakout session,                      
instructed by activist Armando Telles, targeted the growing 

issue of the Hispanic/Latino vote within the county and city 

of Lorain. Miles, along with other attendees, were challenged to create a plan 

to educate the community about the importance of voting and also to educate 

others about issues impacting the community. Miles networked with members of C.H.I.P., the 

Hispanic Fund, and city and state representatives. He was fortunate to eat dinner with Mayor 

Jack Bradley and activist Sylvia DuVall (a retired educator who has subbed in our district). 

Miles also met with state representative Joe Miller who offered his time to speak with Mr. 

Jones’ Government class in the future! Great work representing Clearview Schools Miles!!  

https://ta-cert.cambiumast.com/courses/ohio
https://www.weareteachers.com/note-taking-strategies/


New Features for Edpuzzle in 2023! 

Clearview Schools has many loyal users of Edpuzzle! This is a  

subscription that Clearview has for both DMS and CHS extending 

to the 2027-28 school year. Not using Edpuzzle or not familiar?  
Edpuzzle is a digital instructional resource that contains a wide 

variety of course content videos that can be manipulated to include 

questions or instructional tasks within the video. The way that   

Edpuzzle works is simple: A teacher creates a video lesson or 

chooses one from the Edpuzzle bank and assigns it to the class. 

Students watch the video and answer the questions posed along 

the way. Multiple-choice questions are graded as your students  

answer thus providing immediate feedback; open-ended questions 

can be assigned, assessed by the teacher later, then feedback 

shared accordingly. Edpuzzle continues to grow and new features 

now exists that teachers can access. Check out the link below to 

learn more. Also, a quick list is included in the graphic to the right.  
 

 

Edpuzzle NEW FEATURES!  

 Partnered with YouTube - 
No Ads, No Recommended, 

No Tracking 

 Assign Multiple Attempts 

to Complete; Taking Best 

Score  

 Several New Languages 

Added 

 New Video Creation Tools: 

Countdown, Draw On, & 

Whiteboard Mode 

 Close Caption, Subtitles 

Now Available 

KnowBe4 Email Message and Request to Complete Training  

This past week many were sent an email from KnowBe4 regarding a safety training video             

directive. Sorry for the confusion this caused; however, this comes from our Tech Company 

Vinson and it is indeed legit. The fact that we also had School Building Security as one of our  
Intrasquad PD sessions that day caused even more confusion. This is communication that I 

should have provided in advance of the email so that a proper explanation was given regarding 

the task. We are using this tool to build Clearview staff up against data theft attacks, sometimes 

known as "phishing". By presenting everyone with this training at key points throughout the 

year, we hope to better arm ourselves with the skills to identify and thwart intruders' efforts to 

gain access to our data. Staff will be afforded time, perhaps at an upcoming staff meeting, to 

complete the training that is assigned. I will work with the principals to see what can be done in 

this regard. The training should take no more than approximately 20 minutes to complete.  

Three Clearview Teachers To Attend IXL Live Event! Future IXL Experts!?!   

IXL is a digital instructional resource that provides content assessment and   

diagnostic information on student academic progress. It does this with in-depth 

item analysis, student usage data, and trouble spot identification, which allows 

teachers to get the information they need to differentiate instruction. IXL is  

currently being used in Clearview for Math grades 4-12 and Science grades 5-8. 

Three Clearview teachers will be attending an event titled IXL Live on March 
30th in Cuyahoga Falls, Ohio. IXL Live is a full-day, in-person event. As           

participants they will discover impactful IXL strategies that can be used in the classroom. They 

will also explore resources for meeting unique instructional goals and collaborate with other local 

IXL users. Representing Clearview will be Kari Cooley, Doug Benzel, and Sally Roule. The goal 

will be to learn, share, and build capacity for even more effective IXL use in the district!    

Expected Use of SWIS in Clearview - Behavior Data Management System 

SWIS is the district digital tool that has been purchased to manage student behavior referrals 

and data. However, use at all three of our buildings is at a different capacity. The system should 

be used to write and enter student behavior referrals that then get addressed and resolved with 
communication by the school administrators. An even more important purpose is having data 

available as a result. What is the trend for Physical Aggression month-to-month in the 2022-23 

school year? What does our SWIS data indicate as the highest trending behavior? Such data is 

important and only possible if SWIS is used as intended. Assistance needed? Let me know!  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=54dILqyfjt8


Active, Engaged, and Innovative Classroom Learning in Clearview!  

Each issue of Curriculum Connection will include reports from our classrooms around the       

district. We want to do our best to promote active, engaged, and innovative lesson plans. What 

are your colleagues doing to engage Clearview students? The idea is to show appreciation for the 

hard work it takes to plan and develop such lessons.  

March Madness with Scott Sloboda!! Scott teaches American 

History at CHS. This past week he introduced a very creative and 

innovative learning activity for the Cold War unit. To coincide 

with the annual NCAA Basketball Tournament, also known as 

March Madness, Scott created his own version for his students. 

For Mr. Sloboda’s Tourney the “teams” in his bracket are the  

various events of the Cold War period. Along with AC Kaylee 
Green, they created packets that contain 32 Cold War events and their details. 

Kids will review the events and determine which is more significant and      

therefore advance in the overall bracket. Using Critical Thinking DOK 3, each class conducted an 

activity to determine the criteria for significance: deaths, number of people impacted, global          

ramifications, etc. Awesome activity!!  (Please no inquiries on gambling)  

Celebrating Pi Day 3.14 at CHS! Annually, March 14th, 

is a special day for math teachers and different forms of 

celebration occur. Hey, it makes math more fun!!          

Jennifer Farley and Stephanie Stillwagon at CHS     
conducted Pi learning activities with students on 3/14. 

The number π is a mathematical constant that is the     

ratio of a circle's circumference to its diameter, equal to 

3.14159. Their classes worked on an assortment of Pi  

activities including a Pi puzzle, a Pi activity where kids could only use the  

digits 3,1, and 4 (once without repeats) with math operations and symbols to create expressions 

for the numbers 1-30, and some classes did Pi Pentominoes. Jennifer and Stephanie’s math   

classes also celebrated with circular food like donuts, cookies and of course, PIE!!  

Marci Southard at DMS teaches grade 7 science. I stopped by 

her class to observe an interesting learning activity on Biomes. A 

biome is a large community of vegetation and wildlife adapted to 

a specific climate. Marci is having her kids create a pamphlet on 

a particular list of biomes selected from a wheel spin; therefore, 

a wide variety will be reviewed by her young scientists! The  

pamphlet project can be conducted solo or with a partner. Marci 

created a google slide document that contains a template of sections where kids 

will display their content that they researched. Kids are not only learning about biomes but they 

are also learning valuable google tech skills as well. Each task of the project was very structured 

and expectations were well communicated. This also included the use of a detailed rubric that 

Marci created and provided in advance. Nice Work!!  

Joe Strader’s World History class at CHS is working 

on a very innovative and challenging project,    

Blackout Poetry. Blackout poetry is when you take a 

written piece of text from a book, newspaper, or  

magazine and redact words, in order to come up with 

your very own poetry. The words that are left form 

your new piece of writing. Currently, Joe’s class is 

learning about genocide and the various examples that exist in history. He  

downloaded survivor stories from history from our TpT district account. Each student reads the 

story then redacts or blacks-out parts leaving key words that form a survivor poem. This requires 

critical thinking as students must identify what to include and what to redact. Joe then posts the 

Blackout Poems on a Survivor Voices display in his classroom. Awesome learning activity!!  


